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How I Met the Nine Goals

My name is Tara Freeman and I am a communication major at Emporia State University.  I will be graduating in May of 2006 with a degree in communication and an emphasis in Public Relations and Career and Professional.  Through the Capstone/Research methods class I have met the nine communication goals required of a communication major at Emporia State University.


The first goal I am going to meet with a paper I have not yet written.  But, I am going to discuss the Berkeley Free Speech Movement in a paper.  I got the idea from my Contemporary Issues of Free Speech class.
The second goal I am meeting with a paper I wrote in SP332.  In the paper I addressed George W. Bush’s 2003 speech at Gore Island, Senegal on slavery’s history.  Throughout the paper I talk about how I think Bush is using persuasion, how his wording is eloquent and flows well.  I am planning to revise my paper.  I will apply more of the terms/concepts of strategic language according to the text with the revision of the paper.


The third goal should be covered by my oral capstone presentation.  I am going to give a speech on speech anxiety using the Anxiety/Uncertainty Management Theory William Gudykunst.  I am also using the works of James C. McCroskey and Charles Berger.  I am making myself into a speech anxiety case study.  I am also going to use the PRPSA and PRCA-24 to help me analyze myself.

The fourth goal I am going to meet with a paper I wrote in one of my favorite classes, Intercultural Communication.  In the paper I talk about the Argentine people and what some say is an obsession with being thin in Argentina.    I examined Argentine women’s lifestyle and in some aspects compared Argentina’s weight issues with America’s.  


The fifth goal I am planning on using a paper I wrote in SP 315.  Goal number five talks about understanding structure and functions of organizations – both large and small – and how ones understanding of how communication works in an organizational context. So, in the paper I talk about leadership and teamwork in small groups – and working in small groups is part of understanding how communication works in an organizational context.  The paper discusses different leadership styles- democratic and laissez-fair.  In class we analyzed other groups that we watched in class – and how they used different styles and took directions.  I also talk about effective team characteristics, listening skills, strengths and weaknesses within the groups.

The sixth goal should be covered by my web page.  When completed, the web page will give future potential employers information about me.  The web page is very near completion – I plan to add all the papers talked about in this paper that meet the goals and this paper as well.  My resume is also available on my web page.


 The seventh goal will be met with a paper form SP332.  It is a visual persuasion paper in which I analyzed a Nike and Phillips combined magazine ad.  The paper shows and talks about how the media reaches us through magazine ads – just one of their outlets.  I discuss the colors used in the ad, the lines used, the lighting, how wavy and curvy lines are used.  “Images function as words for persuaders.  Images can say things that words cannot.  They do so because of the meanings that our culture has associated with particular images.  We tend to equate particular images with particular meanings because we have learned the code of what images mean” (Griffin, 2003, p.177).  I think that section of the book helps relate to the ways media effect our culture – that we have learned these things and how to associate them.

I have not yet decided which paper to use to meet this goal – but don’t worry – I have some ideas!


My resume will hopefully indicate my ninth goal.  I also plan to further learning in a different way upon graduation by attending cosmetology school.  But, I will never be done learning…


In conclusion, I plan to move back home to Wichita, KS upon graduation.  I plan to work as a receptionist for a hair salon until August and then attend Xenon’s cosmetology school. I plan to graduate from Xenon’s in ten to twelve months and then hopefully get hired at a salon as a hair dresser and make-up artist.  I think what I have learned in the communication department will help me listen, relate, and keep clientele!
